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“BEST PRACTICE” Opinion:  

Plant Materials  

 Question: Is this tree/plant/flower okay near my play area? 
 Answer: Perhaps! 

The Canadian Playground Standard includes recommendations specific to this issue within it Annex G. 

 CAN/CSA-Z614, National Standard of Canada for Children’s Playspaces and Equipment 
 Annex G – G.8 Plant materials in children’s playspaces. 

It is my opinion and position that Natural elements should be encouraged and welcomed into any play environment. An open and empty 
playspace simply does not have interest or intrigue to a child of any age.  

However, with that said there must also be a balance between the inclusion of plant materials and the more serious aspects of risk and hazards. 
Most plants that are hazardous are easily recognizable (re: thorns, berries, etc) however for most of us unfamiliar with their properties, many are 
not! As such the above mentioned CSA Standard includes a list of plants that have been recognized as problematic and should be avoided. For 
your convenience I have included that list within the following pages of this note.   

My first suggestion is to identify and recognize the purpose or intent of the considered elements. 
 Are your plant selections intended for shade? (most common, and most welcomed) 
 Are your plant selections intended for cosmetic appearance only? (or are the children expected to be in contact with them?) 
 Are your plant selections intended for playspace divisions? (re: hedges, fence-rows) 
 Are your plant selections intended for learning/teaching activities? 
 Are your plant selections intended for bird/butterfly attraction? 
 Are your plant selections intended for consumption by the children? (re: vegetable gardens) 

IMPORTANT: In my experience there is a fine line between plant materials that are beneficial and those that are harmful. Material selection, and 
regular maintenance are the biggest factors in crossing that line.  

 Are the plant materials that you have selected actually functioning as you have intended? 
 Are the plant materials that are present intrusive, or unintended? (re: weeds, fungus, mushrooms) 
 Are any of plant materials that are present found on the following “to-be-avoided” list? 
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